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OPPOSED THE STAGE COACH.

An Ancient Economist Who Thought
It Wounld Ruain the
Conntry.

The New York Telegram notes that the
first stage coach seen in England was about
the year 1553, and another 1% years passed
before stage coaches began to run; they
were not recelved with much favor. In 15633
a trentlss was published in London by “A
Lever of His Country, end Well Wisher 1o
the Progperity Both of the King and King-
dom,” n which were used many elaborate

OLD VIOLIAMAKER'S DEATH,

WITH LOVE DREAMS, HE LEFT LIFE
PLAYIMNG A TUNE AT DAWN.

Familinr Figure in Washington Park,
New York—=Wrote Musice, but, Disg-
dainfui of Glory, He Burned
Whaot He Composed.

pote in the old |arguments and +violent tirades agulnst
Dtungenarian  Georse | tEEm.

o2 An eSS “These coaches and caravans,” said the

the sound of & |writer, “are one of the gr st mischiefs
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THE OLD VIOLIN MAKER,

er, twelve years younger, and they had
Uved topether alwavs,

Fdward Holtz Is a clgarmaker, George
Holtz wis o violinmuaker, Every morning
befcre he thought of Lis work, which was
bacoming more nnd more difficult, George
Holty saluted the risir i
of long ago, always th
fraii. It was the
 moming prayer.

A pontle, intenss, Ingenuous soul was
expressed in the stralns of the Instrument
i @s he played It: an echalation of his Indi-
b viduality was in th as It fell. The

{ : brick house at No. 435

wvants, they stopped at any nnd as often as
they llked, and thus encournged trade.
Farmers will be ruined, he savs, by the
stage coiach: for how cun they dispose of
thelr hay, straw, and horse corn? AMore-
over, the influrnce on health would be bad;
men called out of their beds before day-
light, hurried from place to place until
far into the night. In the summer stifled
with heat and choked with filthy fog,
obliged to ride all day with strangers and
with sick, anclent, and dleecased persons and
with chilidren orving: poisoned with fetld
breaths and crippled by the crowd of boxes

e old man's

nelghbors « oid il bundles,  Besides all these

.- : x e = osidies w0 troubles
Weel Broad where he worked and | yjera wore aecldents arising from the rot-
[ Uved, were eager to talk of §t yesterdny. | ton coaches and foul roads.

In =hort, the writer §= fully convinced
that If stage coach traveling becomes pop-
uiar the country will go to ruin. Hid he
lived to see the rallway he would have been
bereft of his senses.

SOAP OF MANY YEARS AGO.

Pliny, the Firat 1o Mentlon It, Calls
It nn Invention of the

Picturesgue, Familinr Figure.
He had the face of o Celtle bard: wore
I Blatk clothes which the hrush and the
| precsing fron had made threadbare, and
| he carried, In hls ocea il walks In the
| pathis of Washington rk, & book, the
| folio puges of w med o have been

¥ '
«d, sollesd, but-the
Iie touched them

made it i » was not himself Gnualin.

| the cause of th der. At times he L .

sal on the won bench near the stitue of Thg first dlstinct mention of soap now
Garibaidl, 1o with an amused |eXtant Is by Pliny. who epeaks of it as an
| srale, mlwas sincere—for he |invention of the Gauls; but be that as It
f Telt mo bitier 1 art. #t amuged | may, the use of soap for waszhing purposes

him—and took {rom his pockets sheets of

1 13 . T
puper ruled with the five lines of the musie | ©2 ol great antiguity,

In the ruins of Pom-
peit o complete soap factory wne found,

siale.

. qys covered 1hese lines guickly | #nd the utensils and some soap were in a
‘f?i; !—‘:i“.'l- :(rh b h I‘:.l .'(14 .‘-'Il.'nl{l-lr'lﬁ' N ﬁ‘.ﬁ‘i;: !‘-ﬂlﬁrﬂbln 5::\"_! of 'preservation. The Gallle
| hurrled in the foar thut w mald mull [ f0ar of elghteen centurics ago was pre-
| boy, & policemnn or any oth - |pared from fat and wood ashes, particular-
who was #a a1 Phillstine {h hi 13 the n=hes from heechwood, which wood

wius very common In Franee as well as In
England. Bonp {8 spoken of by writers from
the sacond century. but the Baracens were
| the first people to bring It Inte general use
as an external cleansing medium, The use
o the =oup I8 thus desceribed: “When ex-
amined chemically the =kin s found 10 ba
oomposed of n substance analogous to dried
white of egg—in & word, alhumen, Now,
albumen I8 soluble In the alknlles, and when
scap Is usad for washing the skin the ex-
ores of alkall combines with the oily fluid
with which the skin is naturally bedewed,
removes it in the form of an emulsion. und
with it a portion of the dirt. Another pors

sed what he was do :
when a young palnter eaught
act and captivated at the same time his
confidencs:

*1 do not duara to say, 1 do not even dare
to think that m a muslclan. But the
truth Is that 1 ke, thut | ldolize music.
Wken 1 was o young 1 two or three vio-
F Hnists knew my work A composer anid
encouraged It, for 1 confided it to them
eecretly, Hut te-day those who were my
masters are des I know nobody in the

‘ except elder brother; nobody

| 4 1 I Uve in solitude.™

r glorsy, which, | tHon of the alkali softens and dissolves the
ol belivve him- ".u‘rlvr:u-iul strutum of the =kin, snd when
Helty, which Lie this is rubbed off the rest of the dirt disap-
fd—he composed DPears. So that every wiashing of the skin
v to one in With soap removes the old rfuce of the skin
¥ ST ETY to have *nd leaves a new one. and were the process

repeated to excess the latter would becoma
attenunted.”

OLDEST IN THE UNITED STATES.

been exhy

His Qlunint Sorronndings,

In his room were & white, anclent, small
bed, repaired with a board, an armchalr,

& desk, and a table at which bhe made This House Waa Duilt In 1564 at St.
&nd repilred violins, all this, wreckinge Augustine, Fin., of Sea Shells
evidently having heen Mained from the
cel of & we and furniture shop. A and Mortar,
;.ﬂ:iJ\";\;L;m r<1-&‘1'!‘Li:‘.'I:§ho“t'nll:.‘iifli':ll-r;: The ni"lr'st.house in America s In St
. wis n plank traversing the entrs AUgustine, Fla. In 154 it was bullt by
! of the room, resting on heavy  the monks of the Onder of 8t. Franels, nnd
} < talled to the wall and supported the whole of the solid structure s com-
,‘ nt the center bW another plank. Om this
rack of primidn ork were classined
A quant music books, deprived of
their covers, & itters, or coatrsely Te-
Brwn. itz had bought them in |
and regarded then

not one of them was

svetem of his life was
Heznrded a5 . means
he enrmed hig bread by
t ing. His hread
ot he o enrned, for
Enown 1o
:. 1t was
famous,
not as
h what
beer or
ng vieu |

n 1.'}"=|.'

tenips. of o composed |

I him T- If. oy y i vialln, DR
This vio T e in work-

L& h 1 irty

yuure S n whi

forius I old

mt : i Plssi 1 deyoted 1o THIS HOUSE I8 321 YEARS OLD.
| mothing «

posed of coquinie, A combinsition of sea
shells and mortir, which Is almost totally
indestructible.

When Franels Drake sacked and burned
the town thisx was the only housxe left in
his trail of destruction, [t has been pur-
chused by the well known a sarian, J.
W. Henderson, who will make it his winter
residence.

A WHALE IN THE CHESAPEAKE.

Showed Forty Feet of Its Back and
Sponted Like an Con-
ETCeanman.

Love Had Tonched Hin Lije,
boachelor, ke hils

1 Jove forty

Lrother, Grorze

YERTs nRo;: but the

hie elder hrother }
r

Toma

To Naise the Elbe,
*port that an
lertaken to

Amerl-

A whals In the Chesapeake In the winter
sen=on 15 an innovation. Captain Thomas
Woalford stnted yesterday, says the Bualti-
more Bun {January 31), that on Friday,

-

d that it was o whale, forty
wek wag above the water. When
wroached the monster it made n
sme up in close proximity to the
and spurted water in the alr that

rty s
England, an

(=5

G o e went higher than the tug’s smokestack.
& A fool In Captain Woolford thought it wounld ba
50 e~ discree: to move away, and as he did =0,

member  with all steam, the whale departed in an

epposite direction in a lelsurely way.

when he was off Black river In the tug | and « apo, he arks
Miud H., his attention was directed to on { the warrival js.
1 ried vessel. He steamed toward it and | if ol rly or «

HOVERING AROUND HOTELS.

QUEER CHARACTERS WHO HAUNT
WASHINGTON HOSTELRIES,

Flotsnam and Jeisam on the Stream of
Life, They Flont Into the Lazy
Eddiens of Hotel Lobbles, and
Then Float Away Agaln,

From the Washington Pot.

“Whither they go i3 Infinitely more a
mystery than whence they come. How they
llve, as well as where they lve, ure both-

eIiome miitters to study out. And huw
for Yeurs they earry, some of them not
erly creditably, but even flow *, Lthat
elusive, uful, yet very noo ry, Vi

Important  outward espect Known o as
Tfront,' is another thing that no man

Enowet
.“'l‘l;li !
large

sald the hotel clerk off watoh.
are the men of that unusu:
cliss  In ‘nshington who 1
ut

aroupnd the corridors of Mo
h Yirar 1
vnsible

me af

no other
"At nlght,’

in
pur] * than to loul.
T Well, 1 should re
+ hordes of them who
ng during all the hours of
the day, as well as up to the last gasp

#t night. Hew thesp day-hoverers con-
trive to perennmiully provide themselves
with sheltér, food, ralment, moderutely

clean linen, und even @n occasional emole,
15 ® subject that is going to take up a
whale lot of yvour time If you tackle it
Of cou In the matter of whisky, that
1S an el one. Any man wenring i clean
collar can get whisky., He can get w

>

ky when he ean't geét a mouthful to eat,

free 1-.nnmod!t‘t---s in this world
it

Or all the
whisky is the freest,

S0 does noi

worry me to wonder where Wiashing-
ton  dav-hoversrs around hotels ger thelp
whisky. But how and where they eat,
and how =ome of ‘em even Keep thels

trousers creased—""
“Hut there s such

a thing as an in-

come?""
Not, 1 think, that the hotel hoverers of
! simply |

Washington r heard of. They
ure the bhene irles of a4 provi
has hoverers under its espechil p
There's one of 'emn now, holding dows
best  leather-coverad s the 1o
seress the wiy. Now, 1've been around t
kotel for ten yvears, 80 has he, The Jdif-
forencs between us s, that 1've been work-
ing for a living right along, and he s
mply hovered. In no hotel in Washington
hus he evor been known to expend a sou,
Here are two Inferences to be drawn from
ds—either he s a miser, or that he hasn't
had a sou since he's been under the eyve of
Washington hotel people. 1 think It's the
latter.,

=

Typicnl Hotel Hoverers

“Notice that make-up of his. The long,
bushy hair, the fairly good gray cutaway
ccat, trousers a little loose, bot not fray-
ed, boots with a shine on "em, clean shirt,
collar, and cuffs, and round slouch hat.
Well, that mun’= dressed his part of hov-
erer the same way ever since 1 first clip-
ped eves on him, ten yvears ago. And I'm
dend cvertain that there has not been

single duy, includlng Sundays and hell-
days, since I've been behind this desk on
watch, that he hasn't floated in lLere a

dezen times during the day, evening, and
nizght, hovered about for a bit, and then
flonted out again. It took me five years
1o gert on nodding termy with him, and I
heve never exchunged a word with him—
simply the nod, on his first tlont-in in the
mworning, and that's alll  He doesn't ap-
peir 1o know anybody. He just walks In,
switching same cheup stick
that he had when [ first saw him, prowils
1 the wuiting room, looks in, prowis

billiard room, looks in, and then
his final prowl out the door—engulfed in
mystery.

“Then, there 18 a large body of limping
hoverers—the hoverers considerably pastc
middie Jife, whose make-up {s made to
accurd with - the \)n-twlium perlod.  and
who, far from belng =llent, are
sometimes to the polnt of anr
that is, they have a hablt of pic
quaintance with guests for purely fin
cial or alcoholic <benefits In  prospect.
I have observed that the Umps of the
limping hoverers are generally lUmps of
elther the right or left foot, and that
they lean heavily upon heavy canes,
tentatiously to prociaim, 1 guess,  their
sufferings as a result of thelr part in the
by conflict. Now, do yvou know that 1
have hid the human curiosity to put war
record knowing friends of mine upon about
u dozen o' these limping hoverers, and in
every cnse I have found that the garrulous
and heroicallv-related tales they have exiud-
ed around here and other hotels about thelr
mighty dungers by flood and ficld are pure
efforts of the imogination—that not a one
of 'em was ever in the war on elther stde.

Unsucecsaful Office Seekern.

*The un=uccessful office seeking hover-
ers dra rather a pathetle lot. Phey wear
that constant expectant look In their ecyves,
yoeu kEnow. They scat themselves on the
lobby chairs, doing a lot of fing=rnull biting
and mustache chiewing, and their eyes seem
tually on the swinging entrance
m o palr of ‘em huappen to he
together, perbaps for mutial en-
courngement, thelr wuilk seems to be choppy
and intermitient—for the eves of both of
‘em have to watch the doo vou know.
Well, some blg man come e of the
hlg men who lg richer in nise than in
fuifillment, you know, and the office scek-

voluble

Ing hoverer sees him. He springs to his
feet, and awalts the approach of the b
mtiin. Hefore he gets quite up 10 the

mii, one of the latter's wall groome

friends has quite ensily taken him In hand.
Yet, with =something of o desperate look
slumbering in his eves, the office secking
hoverer approaches the big man and beglng
to make his little salutation. It is recelved
with thit cold lowering of the hend and ex-
ten=ion of the ear that big men affect, gnd—
wall, the bl man passes on.  The offles
seeking hoverer either goes out with a deep
flush on his face, or he resumes hi= sent
with a humility that shows he e od no
Letter treatment. Mo=t of these ¢ @ seek-

ing hoversrs still =trive to preserve an air
of nees in thelr mannper and dress—
but It is an affecting attempt, I can tell
Aot

“There I8 a class of h rers—chiefly
day-hoverers, these—who m » it a point
tu_stand In front of the he and. giva
salutes of the hand to all of t nmons
men who pasg by or enter,

not known to these big men. but it is
cheap desire to make It appenr tn t
hoverer friends that they are. The big men,
who, during the courss of n duy, moet go
many strangers presenting suits of one
r. cannot  remember all the

§ to give of-

* Hus n rigt
hoverers

1nne

1o recognition, retur th
sulutes (n nine cages out of t

The Writer and the Lonfer,
““I'ha day hoverer, who remains at the
writing room tables for hours ot a time,
franctically writing, with Lis head bent low
—writing with
spondent of n great paper, who is re-

50
£n.

porting the workings of a national conven-
tion=—is nnother of patk
types. He does not use the | tonery
-he brings about a ream of I alonig
with him when he t

He never snyve a word 1o any

lehlles,
¢ desire in
i

huttonholin
by no one
10 he 1o pot
COpY s jaossl
dered what

life
il

» g
paper, b
of u

he diy 1 ]
» Kepl out o
niy times during
fly appronches the
from

faded a

flourizh,

cepds 1o exam W
arrivals with ¢ tD
the sad af
this type he

the bar, looks In. prowls back to the |
mikes |

|
f
2

t

who left his place n great Many years ago
—probebly before he was born—makes all
manner of Inquiries aus to the descendants
of former friends ‘back in the old place,’
and generally ingratiates himself into the
voung mun's contidence; does the ‘reduced
old gentleman game,” In short. After he
hus worked up his case he mukes his strike,
ind In ninetyv-nine cases in 8 hundred he
gets It Really, It {s nothing more than a
‘vron’ game, nlthough perhaps it would not
come under that definition legally., When-
ever we get next to one of this sort of
hoverers he no longer has the freedum of
our premises,

cws of the regular hoverers we have
i nd this hotel ars old chaps that we
rendly do know aumi-thlnsf ubout. They
ure =tmply the high-class Indigents of the
community, men who at one lUmeé or an-
other in (heir lives have really been fair-
I3 high or even quite high on the lalder
of life, and who huve gotten down to tha
hotel hovering stage through rum, gen-
srally, but often through no fault of
thetr own, Many of them have in their
better days Leen finst-rate patrons of this

very houze, and these we often send up-
statrs 1o dinner. One of the hoverers who
«its suddly around here for hours every day
s a4 man who hug spent thousands of dol-
: his v it the bar of thls house,
inta the bar. but he simply
atches with ragher pathetie
the wvoung man who puss
ough the swinging doors to the hotel
1 gue=s if he had the whole game to
¥ over neuin he would have given that
LI the go-by with a vengeance.
Cast Ont of Office.
“Then, there are u heap of hoverers who
lost government jobs through one
on or another—generally change of ad-
ministrution—who are of course reduced to

the necessity of hovering. Some of ‘em,
it * degenerate to the condition of mers

Th £
NEers-on

hu for booze, remadn hoverers until
ane duy we'll hnppen to notice that he
n't been .':munu‘ for a few days, where-

n we ldly conjire up & little picture aof
ter's field, and the hoverer Is remember-
no more. (thers of the thrown-out-of-
ir-fjubs  hoverers keep up a first-rate
in some mysterious way, and the first
thing we know we hear thut they have got-
ten their jobs back or better ones.

“The hoverer who Is an ex-business man
and who, very rummlily, funcles that he ia
i ‘promoter. Is pot an uncommon 1ype
around the hotels of the town. He Is, of
urse, just about as much of & praomoter
z ‘me aunt in Irelund,' as the Swam-
noodie bovs say, bur he thinks he iz, and
1w fipures out gross and net enrnings,
Itvidends, and all that sort of thing on
the back of an old, wornout envelope from

morning  to  nlght. Semetimes, though,
he becomes objectionable—when he ac-
ruires mysterlously  rather more than

usunl of his jug, and then begins to tackle
moneved guests of the house with prop-
ositions for the sale of stock for some
imapinary, salted or nbundoned horax mine
in the Bad Lands, or eome baking powder
fuctory, oll lald out nicely on paper, with
wlgantle brick bulldings, and all that.
When wo hear of the ‘promoter’ hoverer
trying to get I his work in this fashlon—
well, vou know, he don't do it any more
around the .-+huP.

“Last of all {8 the plain, seedy, self-ac-
knowledged hoverer for rum. He I8 usual-
I¥ @ man of superlor education, and con-
vivial guests are willlpg to buy him rum,
unlimited rum, solely to hear his line of
tnlk nund his reminiscences. The chlef
characteristic of the rum hoverer is that
he seldom gete drunk himself. He could
drink a brigade of toners under the ta-
hle—but he leaves the field unscathed him-
self. All the sume, he is a sad lot, the rum
hoverer.”

HE INVENTED THE LIFEBOAT.

Henry Grenthead Is Credited With
Building the First Life Saving
Vesncl.

Thia s the man who, if he 4id not in-
votit the exaet craft that plunged through
the waves to rescue floundering ships up
and down the Atlantlc coust, at any rate
designed  its prototype. He was Henry
Greathead, a boat bullder of South Shields,

England,

He devoted a great deal of time from
1753 to the construction of the Nfeboat.

HENRY GREATHEAD.

| Engl
| earr

Only one man had ever undertaken a simi-
lar work before—Lionel Lukin of Dunmow,
wl. Lukin
@ bullder—and it wns the loss of
several of his relatives at sea rather than
any theories ahout the construction of
hoats that caused him to design a lifeboat,
His model served rather as an Incentive to
Bthﬂr designers than as a practically useful
oiLt.

Greathead’'s was thirty-six feet long and
?t).‘lstr-saml i beam of ten feet, 1t was rowed
iy ten oars, double-banked, and it was the
fitst vessel bullt in which the maln fea-
tures of ull lifeboats are found. Thus, the
stemn and stern were allke, it had a curved
keel and it bulged greatly amidships,

MAY HAVE FEARED A BATH.

At Any Rate the Monkey Ran When
Threantened With Hot

Water.
Dr. Bowker, the traveler, has a fund of
entertalning reminiscences. In hls wan-

derings he hns met with many startling
episodes. He has come out of rail and
ship wrecks unscathed, but he says the
most agonizing moment of his life hap-

| pended in India when a huge monkey dis-

| puted
| ness, the maharajoh of Barodi, and was
oing to present them at the palace very

his path. He had letters to his high-

wirly one morning.

Suddenly an huge eape sprang from a
clunip of bushes and siut on its haunches
directly in the middie of the road. The
doctor tried hard to pass to one side, but
tis monkeyship went that way also. Then
he essayed to cross at the left, but the
agile ape headed him off there and the

L game of sec-saw went on for some minutes,

the fercenass of the chief |

the |

knew: 1'd you gee,

wend up hls . Or. upon 18 any of
the new arr In the lobbyvy, miake him-
eelf krown, and permit himself to be shouken

by the hand.
A Regular Holdap.
“There Is 4 rather objsctional
hoverer of a similar clas=, H
n man 5
When

ile type of
is, in all

cnses
age. er and dis-
an from

he hove
ot for the =tite

g
If the clerk
nl from the

and middie

the doctor saivs it seemed years,
as bilg as an

though
and the monkey appeared
elephant.

He tried coaxing the monkey, which only
seratehed ftg head and looked more fierce
than eover., 1e looked around for assist-
atice, but not a soul was In =ight to drive
awny. It was too early for
be uabrond, Finally mustering
irnge he made a dash for tlie
outing at tha same time the
he know in Hindustan, “gha-
hat witter. The simian gave
ne geornful glince and ambled off across
the poppy tields, leaving a c¢lear road.

COFFEE AS A MEDICINE.

The First Use, It Is Sald, of the Berry
Was Made by Prior of a
Convent.

It {8 sald that the first use of coffes by
man wias made by the prior of a convent.
45 told by o goatherd of the exelt-

1o

¢firots of the berries when eaten by
couts; = he thought he would try
m and see If he could not Keep his
monks awake during what =hould have
Voen their viglis. e succeeded admirably.
atnd brought coffes Into the way of earning
its worldwide reputation. The most ac-

principle of coffee [s caffein: it con-
also certain olls, which, no doub?,
h a shure In {te action. Many years
ngo a oluim waps made that green, or un-
wested, berries had a great value In liver
1 kidney troubles. One enthusiast pro-
fer= o mixture of two parts Mocha and one
part Martinique and Isle de Bourbon coffee.
ie ]‘u-.; about three drachms of this in a
tumbler of cold water and lets them strain
und infuss over night.
er stralning, the (nfusion is taken on an
pty stomach the first thing after get-
g up. Thi= medical nuthority cites many
= of k'lney and liver colles. diabetes,
ous headaches, ete,, which, though re-
lious to all other treatment for vinrs,
soon ¥leld to the green coffee infusion.
The remedy s a very simple one, and weil
worthy of a trial. Another use of coffee
medicinally 1s in naugea and retching. For
that purpese a strong infusion is made of
the berrics which have been ground and
rolsted, and It 1s sipped while very hot.

i » 1

town s quita a yo min he imme v “Why do vou think f‘ld Gotrocks Is as
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ten 18 eordially recelvod n eEplte o iis | him eating a 2-cd (o A= g ;]

shabby appearance. : he didn't try to hide the waiter's check.

. can he rest. The hoverer, | Only m man whose positlon is lmgresnable

that the young man | of afford to tnke such a chance as
the name of 2 mon | thet."—New Orleans Times-Democrat.

had been a landsman—a |

THE FOLKLORE OF CATS.

TABBY

IS A HIRITAGE
ANCIENT EGYPT.

FROM

Practically U'nknown in Rome—How
the Cat Figures in Northera
Mythology—The Legends of
the Wyats of England.

Some scholarly enthuslast should write
a volume on this theme, says the FPall
Mall Gazette. So long us we belleved that
the domestie cat descended from the wild
European specles, its appearance in leg-
ends and fulry tales was in no way more
puzzling than that of the fox or the woll.
But science has wreeked that comfortable
theory, and it scems to follow that all the
folkiore of cals has arisen in historic time
—a conclusion well worth the stuly of
those who take Interest in such subjects.
Our cats ure aheritage from ancient Egypt.
Muax Muller pronounces thut even the
Buncrit word Is “comparatively recent.”
Indiz received the anbmal probably from
the Greeks, who themselves huad lately
become acquainted with 1. The Intelligent
schoolboy will jevr at this assertion. Does
not Aristophunes refer to the gale, and is
not gule u cat? The husbandman in *The
Pewce suspects it of stealing game from
his lurder. “Anyhow,” he sauys, "1 heard
the gale making a great noise there last
night.,” What could the houschold pet bs
unless a cat? Professor Rolleston has dem-
onstrated that it could be the white-
breusted marten, and was, in fact—a de-
lightful little creature, for those who
could bear {ts smell, and one not to be
surpassed at mousing. It would seem that
the Homans were not familiur with cats
even in Pliny's day, for he evidently thinks
they stank like o gale. It is ulleged that
the whole Roman Hterature contains less
thun half a dozen allusions to cats be-
fore the Christian era.

In Northern Mythology.

Upon the other hund, a cut is represented
in one of the grandest and, apparently,
one of the oldest Etruscan tombs; it has
just caught a mouse, and holds i. No
doubt there was intercourse between the
Tuscuns and the Egyptians, But in North-
ern mythology the charlot of Freyvgas, or
Friggu, Is drown by two cuts, She wuas
goddess of Love and Luck, very properly
asgoviated with & creature which is gen-
tle und tender at the domestic hearth, but
enterprising In courtship and feurless in
meeting & rival. Is it to be credited that
Freyga's cits were the wild variety? The
matter I3 not so Importunt us it looks;
but decidedly this Is not the place for an
excursus upon the doate of the Asa gods.
In a very early Sagu we find a4 wicked
man, Thorolf Sleggju, defying the ven-
geanca of his neighoors under protection
of twenty cats, At length the chief of the
distriet  mustered eighteen men and as-
galled the house. Thorolf posted his cats
at the door, “‘and they looked very fierce,
mewing and rolling their eves.”” When
the chief approached *‘they cried out and
begun to act hideously.” 8o he remarked,
“Thnis Is a wicked company,” and with-
drew to the fence, where his men pltched
firebrands on the rool and set it to blazing.
Thorolf burst out presently, with a chest
of silver under each arm, caught one of
hiz enemies and jumped into the nelgh-
horing bhog, holding him tght. Neither
bhodles nor treasure could be recovered.
The site of his houss wis haunted by cats
cver afterwards, “and evil was thought
to dwell there."

Story of Sir Henry Wyat.

A volume is needed for this subject, be-
cause, among other reasons, It must be
{llustrated by storles, or the public will be
bored; and stories fill up. A mere string
of facts “'goes in at one ear and out at the
other.” In such a volume the legend of
Dick Whittington would require several
scores of puges for proper treatment; here
we say nothing about it, But thers Is an-
other folklore tale of the same cluss not
nearly #o familiar to the publle. Sir Henry
Wyat was committed to the tower by
Richard 111, and pitifully treated. He had
nelther bed nor clothes, and only food
enough to keep him just allve., Winter set
in und he was like to perish with cold. One
night a ecat slid down the chimney, came
up to him purring and confident, as to lta
muster, curled ijtself upon his chest, and
kept him warm until morning. Then It
passed up the chimney again, to reappear
presently with a pigeon, which it put in-
to Sir Henry's hand, and vanished for the
diay. When the juiler came he begged for
more food, but the man replied that he
durst ‘not. "Then wilt thou dress and I
provide?' asked Sir Henry. Very willing-
1y the jailer promised, and he kept his
word, though startled and alarmed at
slght of the pigeon. So things went on for
a time. But wicked Richurd determined
to starve his enemy to death, and give
orders to that effect. Then the eat paid
several visits during the day, bringing a
plgeon each time, and the jailer, rightly
concluding that *thers were miracles
about,” reverently cooked them. So Henry
outlived his persecutor, and the story Is
extant to this day among the muniments
of the ancléent family; but not transcribed
Ly the herp, as we understand, nor in his
generation. The account states, however,
that a pieture of Sir Henry with tha eat
and the pigeon were to be seen; like evi-
dence s put forward in Whittington's
case. 8Bince all things are possible, It
must not be sald that elther wondrous nar-
ratlve Is untrue, But meantlme we clags
them both among folk-tales.

Cat Figures in Another Record.

A cat figures prettily, however, In the
historic records of a family not so old as
the Wyats, but very much more consplcu-
ous @t the present day. B8ir Edward Os-
horne, lord mayor of London in his time,
bought an ancient house in Yorkshire, and
sent his children thither, There wera two
boys. The elder dutifully obeyed when
summoned to his lessons one morning in
& Lurret; but the younger, loitering, ‘hap-
ped to Hght upon a cat which he delighted
to play with, and e¢rept after her to catch
her under o tible in the room, which was
covered over with a carpet hanging down
to the floor.”” Thus he disappeared: and
the next imstant & terrible rush of wind
overthrew the turret, In which his brother
and the tutor sat at work, crushing them
to death. Supposing that both her sons
were there, the mother fell into conwvul-
sions, and we imagine the scen#. Une of
the maids, running in a distracted manner
from room to room, caught elght of the
small bhoy peeping from under the table
with the cat In his arms, snatched him up,
and bore him in ecstasy to his mother, he
only crying. "I pray thee, do not whip me'"*
So it may be =ald that the Duke of lLeeds
now owes his existence to o cat.

A WISE OLD FOX.

How He Dounbled on His Puorsuers,
but Was Eventually
Killed.

From the Springfleld Republicen.

The Enst and West Longmeadow Fox
Ciub has & limited membership of half
a dozen men with a8 many hounds. They
have capturcd twenty-six foxes since Oc-
tober. Answering a questlon recently from
the village blucksmith as to what the
hounds were doing the day before on the
railroad triack, the senior one of the eclub
members replied:

“Wea got a fox up soon
out the dogs at the foot of the hill by
the sulphur spring. They started east on
the Mills hilis, but soon came back anid
on the meadows and away over the river
on the ice, while we kept them in hearing
most of the times from the hluffs,

“Returning, however, an hour or so later
and belng pushed pretty hard by the dogs.
the fox—he was an old chap and a cun-
ning one—coming 1o the railrpud again,
took the rail to bother tne dogs, and kept
that course for more than half a mile
without leaving & truck in the snow. as
fur as we could discover. On the iren
rall, you know, the fox leaves but littls
ecent, especially after a train has passed
over it.

“That Is when you heard the dogs. They
were just figuring out where the fox left
the trail. The dogs found it themselves
at last, without being cavght up by a
train, as the old fox no doubt wished,
and as we were afrald. That old fellow
{a now through with his little games.

*“We got over on the river bank In his
way and bhowled him over Just bafors
noon, as he was making for over the river
agnin, where he belonged. He was a fine
dark red fellow, elegant brush well tipped
wuh'whlte—-would weigh a dozen pounds
easy!"”

after putting

Wonderful Loom.

ecent improvements In the Millar loom
., it 1s claimed, revolutlonize the wenv-
ing Industry, as, with less attention than
ordinary, it will turn out from 140 to 200
yvirds of worsted coating In ten hours.
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COBRA STORIES FROM INDIA.

A British Soldier's Mistake—How =
Hooded Snake Saved an O0f-
flcer's Life.

From the Xew York Sun.

“It was three vears after the close of
the Indlan mutiny thit I came near losing
the members of my mess in a frightful
way." sald John Hain, who served in the

British cnvalry in India until thirty odd
years ago. My company had bien  or-
dered into the Deshwur distri 15 miles
north of Cawnpore, to brenk up the da-
colts, who had becama very troublesome
there. T was one of a detall sent. under

command of a lleutenant, pgainst o b,.u-l:

of these robbers who hod made n stand
fn a llttle jungle village. W we |
in' the night, s miead r

by meonlight, k

dozen of the dice
into the jungle. S

o Ome
an foot among the i
soon got tired of this
were quite willing 1o
at the sound of th
steward, a npative
by my side. X
an the march, an
thirst that follows
among the bushes, glis
like water, caught myv
s o stagnant pool
but it'll serve to wet ms
and was for throwi 3 {
ery belly to dr frum it.
gird  pulled me back.
* *Nay, sahib, stay! nd me vour sword
for o moment," he sakl |
“He took the sword and Hghily stirred |
the pool with i1s point. From the middle |

repitil |
wus |

e
3 But the |
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STILT RACING IN FRANCE.

WONDERFUL ENDERANCE SHOWN BY
PEASANT MEN AND WOMEN.

Two Hundred Miles Walked hy Many
of the Competitors Within
a Period of Elght

Dayn.
In certain parts of France stilt walking
Is & necessary acwomplishment. In the

Landes, for example, everybody usea them
—theé postman on his roonds, the peaxsant
roinzg o market hernd tending his
Hocks, ev ren—the nature
of the oo

One dingy
Bordeaux

came into
the ldea of
Ll ing. The stilt
race of 1M, 1 by a writer in the
Sketch, demonstruted the wonderful en-
¢ of these peasants, both male and
femuaule.

1f one takes Into consideration the great
watt that prevadled, the hardness of the
the specd to be mnintained {f one
o win, namd tha scanty allowanca

ol )

fod drink and R ¢an not but
marvel 3 = people.
Out of rs, thirty-two ac=

3 urt
complished the enormous fourney of 449

{ kilometers in the fixed time of eight Jdavs

and a half. Certainly many suffered great
futigue, and some complained of numbness;
but none was seriously B One or two

SOME STARTERS IN THE WOMAN'S RACE.

of the pool a cobra’s hooded head arose,
and theres came the sonnd of i{ts hateful
hiss. With a sweep of the sword the stew-
ard cut the reptile’s head off, and at once
what had seemed to me a water pool be-
came the writhing coilz of & =erpent that
had heen fully six feet in lengthe

““That was yvour pool, =ihib,’ the stew-
ard gravely said. 'It's well that you paused
before attempting to drink from it."

“The white belly and greenish back of
the cobra, lving cofled in the moonbenms,
had looked exactiy llke & water poal. But
for the steward's wirning I should have
thﬁusl my [ace down Into that hldeous
coll.

“There was a case T knew onee Inwhich a
cobra saved a Britlsh nrmy officer’s life—
not intending in the least 1o do so, of
course. The officer hnd =one with a de-
tachment to a district In Northern India
to bring to order one of the hill tribes
that had been making bobbery and had
killed a clvil offficer or two. His quarters
were at the bur‘.f.u'u'.v aof the magistrate of
the district. H&a had got things quicted
down among the tribesmen, and everything
safs, to all appearances, and was prepar-
ing to taka things ensy, when one night,

sleeping at the bungalow. he heard a
cobra moving about in 1} chamber. A
cobra looking about for *yv, or when

ready to fight, rears its head and about
one-third of its body stralzht upward from
the ground, snd as the bwed on which he
lay was a low one the officor knew that if
the cobra came to it he was very llRely
to get bitten, At any movement he made
the cobra would hiss, showing that 1t was
In an unplensant temper; and, to make
thinge worse, the officer’s night lamp had
gone out, g0 that he could only judge of
the snake's position by =ound.

“He stood the strain as long as he could
and made up hi= mind that he wonld at any
rate get to a place where the snnke could
not reach him. A tall dressing ense stoor
against the wall, about six feet from the
head of the bed. The ofticer reached out
to & chair, =et it hnlf way hetw 1 the
bed and the dressing case and then stopped
from the bed to the chalr, and from the
chalr to the top of the dressing cn=s.
There he was safs from the cobria. A=
perched on tha dressing cnse in t dark
thinking how ridleulous nnd uncomfortable
his position was two hillmen stols in ar
the door, rushed to 1 wdslde nnd struck
fiercely with their tulw }II ] ap of hed

1 1

T
clothing where the officer in, hefore
they discovered that he thers
The snake set up a loud i which
seemed to convince the ass 5 that the
officer could not be tn the room, aml they
went away without seeing him., jnssing
the dressing casc not a step away. The
cobra prerently crawled out of the room
through the door they had left open, and
the officer was able to ger down from the
dressing case und ralse an alarm. The two
hillmen he never caught, but he siept
with a sentinel nt his door Auring the rest
of his stay In the district.”

A SPANISH ENTERTAINMENT.

Lively Fight in Madrid Hetween a
Bengal Tiger and an Andn-
Iusian Hall.

In the Bpanish eapital a few days ago,
before 1500 well pleased spectators,
was a combat between i roval Beng
and an Andalusinn fightlng bull, the
being a full grown animal, known for its
feroclty. A cage seventoen yanls square
by four in height hiad been srected {n the
middle of the pluza, and the animals were
brought fn, the buil being the first to be
released Into the inclosure. He immedis
Iy began to run round and round hi
bellowing and throwing up sanid ar
with his hoofs,
tered the cuge the er
bounded on tie b

ri
Orn

. thy 2
and fixed on his flanks and belly with Loth
teeth and claws,

The bull remained paralvzed for n

avolding

fow
seconds, and then seemed to be ginking
backward to the ground. The tiger, how-
ever, loosened It= grip for a second to tuke
another hold. und in the brief interval waos
hurled to earth by the wild plunges of the
bull. Before the tiger had time to recover
the bull was on him. and,

horns in the tough' hide, tc
Intoe the air. This was re i five
times, the bull varying his tactics oceusion-
gll)‘ by crushing his adversary ugninst the

AR,

When the hull desisted, the tiger lay limp
on the ground. amd the crowsd, thinking
was dead. cried “Bravo, toro!” The |
stood stamping for 1 moment in the ml s
of the cuge, and thenr, seems that the tiger
did not move, appr 1'3
emy. who, however., was anls
death, and geized the bull's m
pewerful jaws, =0 thiut the latter
move,

Eventually, however, the |
leased, and, after mping
tiger, again cuy him on h
time the tossir
parentiy
The
rushed out
precaution’s s
brought up, and.
he rose to hls fect, s
afrald the bull was the
aq Into the van. The '
have Ave rihs broken. bhesides
number of wounds from the bull's
He is expected to survive.

PAINTED BY THE ROMANS. |

Pleture of the Crucifixion Discovered
the FPalace of
Tiherias,

A dispatch from Rome, published by
the New York Sun, sannounces that Sig-
nor Maruccl, an archaeologist. ha=
covered an imposing  wall pal
palace of Tiberius. There a 1
Latin Inscription containing the name
“Christus,” and It s conshlered that tha
painting will prove an important addi-
tion to Christian history.

r|'~i

|

arnil

ving at
horns, |

in

iz-

he painting represents the preparation
for the Crucliixion. Around the P
soldlers hearing lodders, and h

1 mes
fizures
hefght.,

lines,

Is written hiz name. Among the
fs that of Fantlus Pilate. The
measures fifteen centimeters  in
The inscrintlon consists of fiftren
of which five linve bevn deoip 1

Tha pope was immediarely
the discov . Bignor Muariuecet

rmed of
vhort]y
'

publish =l
covery. Ma Ve asked |
information coucerning the puinting.

had at length to climb down and walk,
viinquished by the lerce sun.

It i{s nn interesting fuct that at first the
men’'s route wus simply Bordeaux, Bay-
onne and back: but the authoritles ag
Burritz begged that the course might be
extended to their most beautiful town,
particularly as they were just then en-
tertalning his majesty, King Oscar 1I., of
Sweden,

The tirst prize winner and the champlon
of nll wna Pierre Deycard, of Bllos, com-
mune of the Girond. Fe won the most
villuable of the many medals, besides 1.000
francs, and a number of minor cash prizes,
His time was 103 hours, 38 minutes, and his
average 4 kilometers %85 meters an hour,
including stops. His progress was a verit-

abla tour de force. He wus terribly anx-
fous to win. His short snatches of sleep
were broken hy dreams, in which he

seemed to be buying cows with the prize
money and settling down to married life
with his swectheart. At 5t. Vincent da
Terosse he was followed by musicians, who
played “La Marseilliise™ with so great an
eflect upon the crowd that one gave him
10 franes, another 2 and so on. At Dax

Nl
s

=
et
—
===l
- —l ] —— .
=]

THE CHAMPION STILT RACER OPF
FRANCE.

hea found 2% people walling for him. Ha
was too fatigued to notlce them, and had
to ask his cyecling escort to roar at him
in order to keep him awake. Ha even
dozen on his stilts, still striding mechan-
leally, Camphorated brandy frictions werae
tried, to get rid of the cramp that threat-
ened him. Young girls came out to meet
Iim with laursl wreaths and bouquets, and
everywherae he was halled like a conquer-
ing Roman general

INSTINCTS WERE HUMANE.

Buffalo Mnn Coulda't Tell a Show
Bill From a Heal
Woman.

From the RBuffalo Express,

A middie-aged man of hapless appearance
meandered through Lloyd street early yes-
terday morning, using one eys to watch
for policemen and the other to pick out a
safe path for himself and his jag. Tha
wind bellowed up the street and dashed
the snow about eyerything. Across tha
street from the drunk was a large sign-
board on which was the picture of »
woman in tighta, One eye caught this,
and he went over to b

Just at this moment Patrolman Henafel
of the First precinet turned the corner o
Hunover street. He saw the man standing
cuittless befora the signboard and holding
his gnrment up to the figure of the woman
in tights.

“What yvou doing there?" he asked.

“*Why, that woman'll freeze. Look a#
her! There ain’'t enough on her to pad
a crutch, I'm just playing the part of a
man.”
police station No. 1 the man said he
Delaney. 40 years old, & hum
on and cholee, Ho was chargsd
kenness, and was sent to the
penitentinry for ten days.

CORRUPTED BY CIVILIZATION.

Animnls Change Thelr Hahits From
Contnct With
Man.

Civilization's advance Is responsible foe
a remarkalls changa of hahits in more
than one wild animal. A famillar ine
stance Is that of the Kea, the great New
Zealand parrot. which was formerly es-
teemed n8 a friend of the farmer, but
whicrh has become n dreaded srourgs on
aecount  of {ta  acquired tastes for the
kidney fat of sheep. Dr. Schonland men-
tiony the chasma baboon as n Cape Colony
animal thut has become simiiarly trans-
formed. It has taken to killlng lambs fop
the milk with which they have filled thelp

stomachs, and It = Incrensing to an alarm-
Ing &xtent on account of 1t weariness and
the protection and natural food afforded

Iy the fast-=preading prickly pear. Another
South  Africun example i3 the so-called
“wot-gat spreouw’ 8preo bl-color. This
animal s now very destructive to fruit,
which a few years ago it was never known
to touch, its fo consisting ch of In-
sactas. The Muanhaar jackal sedma to have
partially acquired n new liking. While Ite
nrdinary foed Is insects. and Dr, Schon-
land has been unable to find anything «lse
I Itz stomach. farmers In certain districta
fhly whera man hus reduced its food—
that it Is very destructive to small

Mrs. Green—""What bad-behaved chil-
dr#n thoue are of the Brigg's! It was dis-
gradeful the way they fought over the Inst
plece of cake at the table last evening. '
Mrs. Browne—"That’s queer. My chilidren
wipin quarreling till thoe last piece
‘—Roston Transcripl




